27. "THE EAST RAND EXPRESS" AND ITU FACTS

Under the heading "Underhand Movements", our cumtrmporary,
The East Rand Express,  contributes a sub-leader to a recent number of

that admirable weekly on the question of Indian licences said to have
been granted in the district of Spelonken* Our contemporary says ;

It would be Interesting to know what m really going on in the* Spdonkrru
From what can be gathered, the authorities have granted liernm to a numlxr
of Indian traders to do business there, despite the fact that before the war no
Indians were allowed licences. What has become of Government Notice 3Sf> of
1903, if its provisions can be m flagrantly broken? That notice distinctly states
in clause 2: *No new licences to trade shall be granted to any Asiatic except
to carry on his business in Bazaars net apart for that purpose**. Now the Spo*
lonken has no Bazaars, being a wide tract of country inhabited mainly by
Natives* It would seem that Government is deliberately violating its own pro-
clamation, and netting open the gate for unlimited A*fkfle competition, ff the
Government intends to introduce the Natal law* OB to AMUUICH, let it do HO
publicly, and we shall know how to act> but let -us have an end of such under-
hand business as has been outlined above*

Now our information is contrary to that giwti above, We knew
that two Indians narrowly escaped deprivation of their old licence,
We happen to know that it Is from Petersburg, within which district
the Spelonken is situated, that most of the troubles of the Indian traders
have radiated* And we believe that the information supplied to our
contemporary Is a feeler thrown out [so as] to heap further sorrows on the
devoted heads of the Indiana Now, there Is an honest difference of
opinion as to the Indian question between our contemponiry and UK; but
we believe that our contemporary does not wish to tmnreptwnt fact* in
dealing with it, and we, therefore*, ask it to inquire and ascertain whe-
ther what we have said above is not an accurate statement of facts*
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28 TRAVELLING  IN   THE   TRANSVAAL
Our contemporary, the  Tmmmd Leadtr9 has given prominence to
an anonymous writer regarding the Native railway travellers* and waxes
very wrathful over the audacity of the railway administration in having
accommodated Native travellers in a first-class carriage on a local train*
The facts appear to be, according to the correspondent in question, that
these four Native travellers were found by him in a first-class railway
compartment in a train from George Goch, all the other compartments
being occupied, by European passengers. The correspondent held a first*
class ticket, Mid wanted to travel by that train* Not finding room in any
of the other compartments, he seems to have passed by the one occupied